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KITINUTES 
Of ſeveral 


Converſations, &Cc- 


UNE Wr. 1744. 
- 1 T is deſired, That all Things be conſidered as 


in the immediate Preſence of Gop. 

That we may meet with a ſingle Eye, and 
as little Children, who have every Thing to 
learn: 

That every Point which is propoſed, may be ex- 
amined to the Foundation. 

That every Perſon may ſpeak freely whatever is 
his Heart: And | 

That every Queſtion which may ariſe, ſhould be 
throughly debated and ſettled, 


Q Need we be fearful of doing this? What are 


we afraid of ? Of overturning our firit Principles ? 


A | | If 
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A. If they are falſe, the ſooner they are overturn- 
ed, the better. If they are true, they will bear the 
ſtricteſt Examination. Let us all pray for a Wil- 
lingneſs to receive Light, to know of every Doctrine, 
whether it be of Gop. 


Q. How may the Time of this Conference be made 


more.eminently a 'Time of Watching unto Prayer ? 


A. 1. While we are converſing, let us have an eſ- 
pecial Care, to ſet Gop always before us. 

2. In the intermediate Hours, let us viſit none but 
the Sick, and ſpend all the Time that remains in Re- 
tirement. 


3. Let us then give ourſelves to Prayer for one 


another, and for a Bleſſing upon this our Labour, 


Q. How far does each of us agree to ſubmit to the 
Judgment of.the Majority ? 

A. In ſpeculative 'Things, each can only ſubmit 
fo far as his judgment thall be convinced: 

In every Practical Point, each will ſubmit fo far 
as he can without wounding his Conſcience. 

Q. Can a Chriſtian ſubmit any farther than this, 
to any Man, or Number of Men upon Earth; 

A. It is undeniably, he cannot; either to Council, 
Bithop or Convocation. And this is that grand Prin- 


ciple of private Judgment, on which all the Refor- 


mers proceeded. & Every Man muſt judge for him- 
ſelf ; becauſe every Man mult give an Account for 
himſelf to God. | 


F U NE xxvil, &c. 
Q. What may we reaſonably believe to be Gop's 
Deſign, in raiſing up the Preachers, called Metho- 
diſts ? | 
A. To reform the Nation, and in particular, the 
Church, to ſpread Scriptural Holineſs over the Land. 
Q. Is it adviſable, only to preach in as many 
Places as we can, without forming any -ocieties ? 
A. By no means. We have made the Trial in 
various Places: And that for a conſiderable Time. 
And all the Seed has fallen as by the Way ſide. 
There is ſcarce any Fruit of it remaining. 


Q. 
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Q. But what particular Inconveniences do your ob- 

ſerve, where Societies are not formed ? 

A. 'Theſe among many others; 1. The Preacher 


cannot give proper Inſtructions and Exhortations to 
them that are convinced of Sin: 2. They cannot 


watch over one another in Love. Nor, 3, Can the 


Believers bear one anothers Burdens, and build up 
each other in Faith and Holinels. l 
Q. Where ſhould we endeavour to preach moſt ? 

A. I. Where we{Clergymen)can preach in aChurch. 
2. Where there 1s the greateſt Number of quiet and 
willing Hearers; 3. Where there is moſt Fruit. 

Q. Is Field-preaching then unlawful ? 

A. We conceive not. We do not know that it is 
contrary to any Law, either of Gop or Man, 

Q. Have we not uſed it too ſparingly ? 

A. It ſeems we have, 1. Becauſe our Call is, To 


ſave that which is loſt, Now we cannot expect 
ſuch to ſeek ys. Therefore we ſhould go and ſeek 


them. 2, Becauſe we are particularly called, by go- 
ing into the Highways and Hedges (Which none elſe 
will) to compel them to come in. 3. Bec auſe that 
Reaſon againſt it is not good, The Hovſs will 
hold all that come.” The Houſe may hold all that 
come to the Houſe, but not all that ould come to 
the Field. 

The greateſt Hindrances to this you are to expect, 
from the rich, or cowardly, or lazy Merhoaiffs, But 
regard them not, neither Stewards, Leaders nor Peo- 
ple. Whenever the Weather will permit, go out in 

 Gov's Name into the moſt public Places, and call all, 
to repent, and believe the Goſpel, Every Aſſiſtant at leaſt, 


in every Circuit, ſhould endeavour to preach abroad 


every Sunday. Eſpecially in the old Societies, left 
they ſettle upon their Lees. 


Q. Ought we not diligently to obſerve, in what 
Places Gop is pleaſed at any Time to pour our his 


Spirit mote abundantly ? 
A. We ought, and at that Time to ſend more La- 

bourers than uſual into that Part of the Harvelt. 
Q. What is a ſufficient Call to a new Place? 
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A. 1. An Invitation from a ſerious Man, fearing 
God, he has an Houſe to receive us: 2, A Pro- 
bability of doing more Good by going thither, than 
by ttaying longer where we are. 

Wow often ſhall we permit Strangers to be ob 
ſent, at the Meeting of the Society? 

A. Let every other Meeting of the Society, in e- 


very Place, be ſtrictly private; no one Stranger be- 


ing admitted, on any Account or Pretence whatſoever. 
On the other Nights we may admit them with Cau- 
tion; but not the ſame Perſons about twice or 
thrice. In order to this, ſee that all in every Place 
ſhew their Tickets before they come in. If the 
_ Stewards and Leaders are not exact and impartial 
herein, employ others which have more Reſolution, 

Q May a Relapſer into groſs Sin, confeſſing his 
Fault, be re-admitted into the Society ? 

A. Not as a Member, till after three Months: 
but he may be permitted to ſtay as a Stranger. 


Q. How may the Leaders of Claites be made more 


uſeful ? 


A. 1. Let each of them be diligently examined, 


concerning his Method of meeting a Clals. 


+> Rs e "Us recommend to all the following Di- 
reCtions, 


1. Let each Leader carefully enquire, How every 


Soul in his Claſs pioſpers? Not only, How each 
Perſon obſerves the outward Rules, but how he 
grows in the Knowledge and Love of Cop. 

2. Let the Leaders converie with all the Preachers, 
as frequently and as freely as poliible. 

3. Let every Leader come into the Room on 7 /- 
day, as ſoon as the Service is ended, and then fit 
down, and commune with Gop in his Hear: till the 
Preacher comes in. 

3. Let no Leader go out till the Preacher goes. 

Let none ſpeak there, but tne Preacher or the 
Steward, unleſs in Anſwer to a Queſtion. 

5 Let every Leader bring a Note of every ſick 
Perſon in his Claſs. 

6. Let every Leader ſend the ſame Note to the 
Vinter of the Sick Weekly. 
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Q. Can any Thing further be done, to mak e the 
Meetings of the Claſſes lively and profitable ? 

A. 1. Let the Leaders frequently meet each others 
Claſſes : | 

2. Let us obſerve, which Leaders are moſt bleſt 
to thoſe under their Care. And let theſe meet in 0- 
ther Claſſes as often as poſſible, and ſee what hinders 
their Growth in Grace. 

Q. How can we further aſſiſt theſe under your 
Care ? | 
A. 1. By examining them more cloſely, at the 

General Meeting of the Claſſes : 

2. By then meeting thoſe who are in Bands every 
Morning before the reſt: And examining them both 
as to their Inward State, and their Obſervance of the 
Rules : 

3. By meeting the married Men and munen 
Women apart, the firſt Vedneſday and Sunday after 
every Viſitation: The ſingle Men and ſingle Women 
apart, on the ſecond Weane/day and Sunday. | 

By examining and inſtructing them at their own 
Hou ics, at Times ſet apart for that Purpoſe. 

This has never been effectually done yet: though 
727. l alſh took ſome Steps therein. Who will take 
up that Croſs ? It will be of great Uſe to others, and 
2 Bleſſing to his own coul. 

Do all you can herein, if not all you would, En- 
quire in each Houle, Have you Family Prayer? Do 
you read the Scripture | in your Family? Have you a 
fixt Time for private Prayer ? Examine each as to 
his Growth in Grace, and Diicharge of Relative 
Duties. 1 

Q. How ſhall we prevent improper Perſons from 
inſinuating themſelves into the Society ? 

A. 1. Give Tickets to none till they are recom - 
mended by a Leader, with whom they have met three 
Months on a Trial: | 

2, Give Notes to none but thoſe who are recom- 
mended by a Leader, with whom they have met 
three or four Times. 3. Give them the Rules the 
firſt Tune they meet. | . 
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Q. How can we add a proper Solemnity to the 
Admiſſion of new Members? 

A. 1. In all large Towns, admit new Members in- 
to me Bands, only at the Quarterly Love Feaſt, fol- 
lowing the Viſitation: 2. Read the Names of the 
Men to be admitted to the Men Bands, of the Wo- 
men to the Women Bands, the Week before: 3. Ad- 
mit into the Society, only on the Sunday, following 
the Quarterly Viſitation; 4. Read the Names of thoſe 
to be admitted, on the Sunday Evening before: 5. 
Then alſo let the Names of thoſe be read, who are 
excluded from the Society. 

Q. Should we inſiſt every where on the Band 
Rules? Particularly, that relating to Ruffles? 

A. By all Means. This is no Time to give any 
Encouragement to Superiluity of Apparel. There- 
fore give no Band-tickets to any in Eng/and or Be- 
land, till they have we them off. 

In order to this, 1. Read in every Society the 
Thoughts dee Dreſs.“ 2. In viſiting the 
Claſſes, be very mild, but very ſtrict. 3. Allow 
no exempt Caſe, not even of a married Woman: 
Better one ſuffer than many. 

To encourage meeting in Band. 1. In every hiege 
Society, have a Love-feaſt quarterly for the Bands 
only. 2. Never fail to meet them apart from the 
Society, once a Week: 3. Exhort all Believers to 
embrace the Advantage: 4. Give a Band-ticket to 
none, till they have met a Quarter on trial. 

Q. Might not the Children in every Place, be for- 
med into a little Society ? 

Let the Preachers try, by meeting them together, 
and giving them ſuitable Exhortations, 

At each Meeting we may firſt ſet them a Leſſon in 
the Inſtructions or Tokens for Children. 2. Hear 
them repeat it. 3. Explain it to them in an eaſy, 
familiar Manner. 4. Often aſk, What have I 
been ſaying ?” And ſtrive to faſten it on their 
Hearts. | | 


CPF 1 

Q. Do we obſerve any Evil which has lately pre- 
vailed among our Societies ? | 

A. Many of our Members have lately married with 
Unbelievers, even ſuch as were wholly unawakened, 
And this has been attended with fatal Conſequences. 
Few of theſe has gained the unbelieving Wife or 
Huſband. Generally they have themſelves either had 
an heavy Croſs for Life, or intirely fallen back into 
the World. | | 

Q. What can be done to put a Stop to this? 

A. 1. Let every Preacher take Occaſion publickly 
to inforce the Apoſtle's Caution, Be ye not unegqually 
yoked with Unbelievers. | 

2. Let it be openly declar'd in every Place, That 
he who acts contrary to this, will be expelled, the 
Society : 2s 

3. When any ſuch is ezpell'd, let an Exhortation 
be ſubjoined, diſſuading others from following that 
bad Example. 

4. And let all be exhorted, to take no Step in ſo 
weighty a Matter, without firſt adviſing with the 
molt ſerious of his Brethren. 

Q. Ought any Woman to marry without the Con- 
ſent of her Parents ? | 

A. In general, ſhe ought not. Yet there may be 
an Exception. For if 1, a Woman be under a Ne- 
ceſſity of marrying : If 2. her Parents abſolutely re- 
fuſe to let her marry any Chriſtian: then ſhe may, nay 
ought to marry without their Conſent. Yet even 
then, a Methodiſt-Preacher ought not to marry her. 

Q. Do not Sabbath-breaking, Dram-drinking, 
Evil-ſpeaking, Unprofitable Converſation, Lightneſs, 
Gaiety or Expenſiveneſs of Apparel, and contracting 
Debts without ſufficient Care to diſcharge them, ſtill 
prevail in ſeveral Places ? What Method can we take 
to remove theſe Evils ? 

A. 1. Let us preach expreſly and ſtrongly, on each 
of theſe Heads: 2. Read the Sermon upon Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, in every Society, 3. Let the Leaders cloſely 
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examine, and exhort every Perſon to put away the 
accurſed Thing. 4. Let the Preacher warn the So- 
ciety in every Place, that none who is hereafter 
guilty, can remain with us. 5. In order to give 
them clearer Views of the Evil of theſe Things, let 
every Preacher recommend to every Society, and that 
frequently and earneſtly, the Reading the Books we 
have publiſhed, preferable to any other, And when 
any new Book 1s ſent to any Place, Jet him ſpeak 
of it in the publick Congregation. 6. Extirpate 
ſmuggling, buying or ſelling uncuſtomed Goods, 
out of every Society : Particularly in Corutoali, and 
in all Sea-port Towns Let no Perſon remain with 
us, which will not totally abſtain from every Kind and 
Degree of it. 7. Extirpate Bribery, receiving any 
Thing, directly or indirectly, for voting in any elec- 
tion. Shew no Reſpect of Perſons herein, but expell 


all who touch the accurſed Thing, Let this be parti- 


cularly obſerved at Grim and &.. Ives. 


FUNE xxix, &c. 


Q. What is the Office of a Chriſtian Miniſter ? 
A. To watch over Souls, as he that muſt give an 
Account. - 


Q. What does St. Fames mean by Re/per of Per- 


ſons ? | 

A. The regarding one Perſon more than another, 
on Account of ſome outward Circumſtances, parti- 
cularly Riches. 

Q. Have we not fallen into this, 1. By ſpending 
more of our Time with the Rich than with the Poor ? 
2. By not ſpeaking ſo plain and home to them? And 
3. By ſuffering them to be preſent at the Love- 
Feaſts ? 

A. Iheſe are palpable Inſtances of Reſpect of Per- 


ſons. We will endeavour to avoid them for the Time 


to come. 
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Q. Would it not be well for every Preacher in 
Town to viſt the Sick conſtantly ? 


A. No Time could be employed more profitably, 
either for them or us. 

Q. How may we be moſt uſefull herein? 

A. 1. Examine carefully what State the Sick is in: 
2. Inſtruct, reprove, or exhort accordingly. 

Q. How ſhall we be more eaſy of Acceſs ? 

A. Speak to any thai deſire it, every Day, after 
Preaching, Morning and Evening. 

Q. Is it expedient for us to converſe more with 
the Clergy ? 

A. When any of them deſire it. 

Q. With our chief Oppoſers and Perſecutors ? 

A. It may do Good, 1. When they make any O- 
vertures toward it; ». When any of them will con- 
verſe with us in private. 

Q. National Sins call aloud for National Judg- 
ments. What can we do to prevent them ? 

A. The firit Week in every Month (at leaftſ ſpeak 
expreily on this Head, and infilt on = Neceſſity of 
of a General Repentance, to prev ent a General Vifi- 
tation, 

Q. Should we talk of Perſecution before it comes ? 

A. To talk or think before, of any particular Per- 
ſecution, only weakens our Hands. And how lon 
the General Perſecution may be defer'd Gop only 
knows. 


Q. in what View may we and our Helpers be con- 


fidered ? 

A. Perhaps as Extraordinary Meſſengers, deſigned 
by Gov, to provoke others to jealouſy. 

Q. What is the Office of an Helper? 

A. In the Abſence of a Miniſter, to feed and guide 
_ Flock. In particular, 

. To expound every Morning and Evening : 

2. To meet the United Society, the Bands, the 

celet Society, and the Penitents every Week : 


3. To 
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3. To receive on Trial for the Society and Bands, 
and to put the Diſorderly back on Trial : Fe 
4. To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claſſes 
Weekly, and the Stewards, and to overlook their 
Accounts, | | 
Let every Preacher be particularly exact, in the 
Morning Preaching, and meeting the Leaders, 
Q. What are the Rules of an Helper ? 
A. 1. Be deligent. Never be unemployed, a Mo- 
ent. Never be triflingly employed. Never while 
away Time: Neither ſpend any more Time at any 
Place than is ſtrictly neceſſary. _ Z 
2. Be ſerious. Let your Motto be, Holineſs to 
the Log p. Avoid all Lightneſs, Jeſting and fooliſh 
Talking, | 
3. Converſe ſparingly and cautiouſly with Wo- 
men : Particularly with young Women in private. 
4. Take no Step toward Marriage, without firſt 


ac quainting us with your Deſign. 


5. Believe Evil of no one. Unleſs you ſee it done, 
take heed how you credit it. Put the beſt Conftrucz 
tion on every Thing. You know the Judge is always 
ſuppoſed to be on the Priſoner's Side. | 

6. Speak Evil of no one. Elſe your Word eſpecially 
would eat as doth a Canker. Keep your Thoughts 
within your own Breaſt, till you come to the Perſon 
concerned, 7 

7. Tell every one what you think wrong in him 
and that plainly, and as ſoon as may be, elſe it will 
ſeſter in your Heart. Make all haſte to caſt the Fire 
out of your Boſom. 

8. Don't affect the Gentleman, You have no 
more to do with this Character, than with that of a 
DPancing-maſter. A Preacher of the Goſpel is the 
Servant of all. | 

9. Be aſhamed of nothing but Sin: Not of fetching 
Wood (if Time permit) or of drawing Water; not 
of cleaning your own Shoes, or your Neighbours. 


10. Be 
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10. Be punctual. Do every Thing exactly at the 


Time. And in general, do not 2¼ our Rules, 
but keep them; not for Wrath, but for Conſcience 


Sake. 


11. You have nothing to do but to ſave Souls, 


Therefore ſpend aud be ſpent in this Work. nd go 


always, not only to thoſe who want you, but to thoſe 


who want you moit, 

12. Act in all Things, not according to your own 
Will, but as a Son in the Golpel. As ſuch, it is 
your Part to employ your Time, in the Manner, 
which we direct: Partly in Freacaing, and viſiting 
the Flock from Houſe to Houle ; partly in Reading, 
Meditation and Prayer. Above all, if you labour 
with us in our Lord's Vineyard, it is needful you 
ſhould do that Part of the Work, which we adviſe, 
at % Times and Places, which we judge moſt for 
his Glory. | A 

Q. What general Method of employing our Time 
would you adviſe us to ? | 

A. We adviſe you, 1. As often as poſlible, to riſe 


at Four. 2, From four to five in the Morning, and 


from five to fix in the Evening, to meditate, pray, 
and read, partly the Scriptures with the Notes on 
the new Tettament, partly Kempis and the Inſtructions 
for Children, and partly the cloſely Practical Parts of 
the Chriſtian Library. 3. From Six in the Morning 
till Twelve, (allowing an Hour for Breakfaſt) to 
read in Order, with much Prayer, Biſhop Pear“ on 
the Creed, Mr. Beebms and Nalſon's Sermons, the 
remaining Parts of the Chriſtian Library, our other 


Tracts and Poems, Paradiſe Loſt, and Profeſſor 


Frank's Works, | 

Q. How may we be more uſeful in Converſation ? 

1. Fix the End of each Converſation before you 
begin: 2, Watch and pray during the Time: 3. 
Spend two or three Minutes every Hour in earneſt 
Prayer: 4. Strictly obſerve the Morning and Even- 
ing Hour of Retirement, 5. Rarely ſpend above an 
Hour at a time in converſing with apy one. 6. Ear- 
neſtly recommend the five a Clock Hour to all. 


Q. Do 
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Q. Do we ſufficiently watch over our Helpers 7 ? 
A. We might confider thoſe that ate with us as 
our Pupils: Into whoſe Behaviour and Studies we 


| ſhould therefore make a particular Inquiry every 


Day. 

Should we not OTE aſk each, Do you walk 
cloſely with Gop! , 'ave you now Fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son ? At what Hour do you riſe? 
Do you punctually obſerve the Morning and Evening 
Hour of Retirement? Do you ſpend the Day in the 


Manner which we adviſe ? Do you read the Books 


we adviſe, and no other? Do you faſt as often as 


your Health will permit? Do you converſe ſeriouſly, 


uſefully and cloſely? Do you pray before, and have 
you a determinate End in, every Converſation ? 
To be more particular, 


Do you uſe all the Means of Grace yourſelf, and | 


inforce the Uſe of them on all Perſons ? 
They are either Inſtituted or Prudential. 
I. The Inſtituted are 


iſt, Prayer; Private, Family, Public: conſiſting 


of ns Soto Petition, Interceſſion, Thankſ- 


iving 
, Do you uſe each of theſe conſtantly (at ſet Times) 
and fervently ? 
Do you uſe private Prayer every Morning and 
Evening ? If you are your own Maſter, at Five in 
the Evening, and the Hour before or after Morn- 
ing Preaching ? 

Do you forecaſt wherever: you are, how to ſecure 
theſe Hours? 

Do you avow it every where ? 

Are you reſolute herein? 

Do you call your Family together at Five? 


Do you aſk every where, 1. Have you Family 


Prayer? 2. Do you retire at five o'Clock ? 
II. Searching the Scripture, by 
1. Reading: conſtantly, ſome Part of every Day, 
_- at all vacant Hours ; regularly, all the New Teſ- 
tament (at leaſt) and the Leſſons for Children in or- 
der; carefully, with the Notes, /erionſly, —_ 
rale 
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rately, with much Prayer preceding, accompanying 


and following : fruitfully, immediately practiſing 
What you learn there ? 


What other Books do you read? Is it wiſe to read 
any, till you have read our Tracts, and the Chriſtian 
Library? 


Do you give the Morning to Reading, Writing 
and Prayer? 

2. Meditating: At ſet Times? How? By Bimop 
Hall's, or Mr. Baxter's Rule? How long ? 

3. Hearing : Conſtantly ? Every Morning ? 

Humbly ? Uncritically, devoutly ? 

Carefully ? With Prayer before, at, after? 

Fruitfully ? Immediately putting in Practice? 

Have you a N. Teſtament always in your Pocket? 

(See that the Notes are in every Society, Explain 
them to the Congregation. ) 

III. The Loxb's Supper. Do you uſe this | 
At every Opportunity ? With due Preparation ? 
1. e. with ſolemn Prayer? With careful Self-Exami- 
nation? With deep Repentance ſuited thereto? With 

earneſt and deliberate Self-devotion ? _ 
| Do you in communicating diſcern the Logoy's 

Body? | | 

Do you afterward retire, not formally, but in 
earneſt ? 

IV. Faſting : Gop led us to this at Oxford, And 
he led all of you to it, when you firſt ſet out. 

How often do you faſt now? Every Friday? In 
what Degree? 

I purpoſe generally to eat only Vegetables on Fri- 
day, and take only Toaſt and Water in the Morning. 

V. Chriſtian Conference. 

Are we convinced, how important, and how dif- 
ficult it is, to order our Converiation right? 

Is it always in Grace? Seaſoned with Salt? Meet 
to miniſter Grace to the Hearers ? 

Do we not converſe too long at a Time ? Is not 
an Hour at a Time commonly enough ? 

Would it not be well, to plan our Converſation be- 
fore-hand ? To pray before and alter it? ; 

B I. 
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IT. Prudential Means we may uſe either as com- 
mon Chriſtians, as Methodiſts, as Preachers, or as 
Aſliſtants. 

1. As common Chriſtians. What particular Rules 
have you, for avoiding Evil, Doing Good? Grow- 
ing in Grace ? What Arts of holy Living ? 

2. As Methodiſts: Do you never miſs any Meet- 
ing of the Society? Neither your Claſs, or Band ? 

3. As Preachers: Do you meet every Society 
Weekly? Alſo the Leaders? and Bands, if any? 

Do you viſit the Sick? and the Well? Inſtructing 


Maſters and Parents? And in all Relative Duties? 


4. As Aſſiſtants: Do you fill up and regulate the 
Bands wherever you come? Diligently inquire into 
the State of the Books, and do all you can to propa- 
gate them? Keep Watch- nights once a Month? 
And Love-feaſts? With one twice a Year, for all the 
Society ? „ 

Do you viſit every Society once a Quarter, and re- 
gulate all things therein ? | 

Do you take a regular Catalogue of your Societies 
at leaſt once a Year ? WE | 

Do you write me an Account of all the Defects 
of the common Preachers, which you cannot your 
ſelf cure ? | 

Theſe Means may be uſed without Fruit, But 
there are ſome Means which cannot. Namely, 
watching, denying ourſelves, taking up our Crols, 
Exerciſe of the Preſence of Gov. 

1. Do we ſteddily watch againft the World, the 
Devil, Ourſelves? The beſetting Sin ? 8 

2. Do you deny yourſelves every uſeleſs Pleaſure 
of Senſe ? Imagination? Honour? Are you tempe- 
rate in all things? To take one Inftance, in Food? 
Do you uſe only that Kid and that Degree, which is 
beſt both for the Body and Soul? Do you ſee the Ne- 
ceſſity of this? | 

Do you eat no Fleſh Suppers ? No late Suppers ? 
Theſe naturally tend to deſtroy bodily Health. 

Do you eat only Three Meals a Day? If Four, 
are you not an excellent Pattern to the Plock? 


Do 
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Do you take no more Food than is neceſſary at 
each Meal? You may know if you do, by a Load 
at your Stomach : by Drowſineſs, or Heavineſs : and 
in a while, by weak or bad Nerves. 

Do you uſe only that Kind, and that Degree of 
Drink which is beſt both for your Body and Soul? 

Do % drink Water? Why not? Did you ever? 
Why did you leave it off? If not for Health, when 
will you begin again ? To Day? 

How often do you drink Wine or Ale? Every Day? 

Do you want or waſte it? 
 Wherein do you tabe up your Croſs daily ? Do 
you chearfully bear your Croſs (whatever is grievous to 
Nature) as a Gift of £0 and labour to profit 
thereby ? | 

4. Do you endeavour to ſet God always before 
you? To ſee his Eye continually fixt upon you? 
Never can you uſe theſe Means, but a Bleſſing will 
_ enſue. And the more you uſe them, the more will 

you grow in grace, and in the Knowledge of our 
Lord JESUS CHRIST. 

Q. What can be done, in Order to a cloſer Union 
of our 1 with each other? 

A. 1, Let them be deeply convinced of the want 
there is of it at preſent, and the abſolute Neceflity 
of it. 

2. Let them pray for an earneſt Defire of Union, 

3. Let them ſpeak freely to each other. 

4. When they meet, let them never part without 
Prayer. 


5. Let them Wente how they deſpiſe each other's 
Gifts. 


6. Let them never ſpeak lightingly of each other 
in any Kind. 

7. Let them defend one another's Character in e- 
very Thing, to the utmoſt of their Power, and 

8. Let them labour in Honour each to prefer the 
other before himſelf. 

Q. How ſhall we avoid Popularity ? We mean ſuch 


Eſteem or Love from the People, as is not for the 
Glory of God ? A | 
5 4. 
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A; 1. Carneſtiy pray for a piercing Senſe of the 

Panger there is, and the Sinfulneſs of it. 

2. Take Care how yon ingratiate yourſelf with any 
People, by Slackneſs of Difcipline: 

3, Or by any Method which another Preacher can- 
not follow. 

4. Warn the People among whom you are moſt 
of eſteeming or loving you too much. 

5. Converſe ſparingly with thoſe who are parti- 
eularly fond of you. 

Q. How often ſhould our Helpers preach ? 

A. Not more than twice a Day, unleſs on a Sun- 


Lap, or ſome Extraordinary Occaſion. 


Q. Which is the bet General Method of Preaching 

A. 1. To invite, 2. To convince, 3. To offer 
Chriſt, 4, To build up : And to do this in ſome 
Meaſure in every Sermon. 

Q. Are there any ſmaller Advices relating to 
P reaching, which might be of Uſe to us ? 

A. Perhaps theſe, 1. Be ſufe to begin and end, 
n at the Time appointed; 

Endeavour to be ſerious, weighty and ſolemn 
in your whole Deportment before the Congregation. 

3. Always ſuit your Subject to the Audience. 

4. Chuſe the plainneſt Texts you can. 

5. Take care not to ramble from your Text, but 
Keep cloſe to it, and make out from it what you take 
in hand. 

6. Beware of allegorizing or ſpiritualizing too 
much. 

Take care of any thing aukward or affected, 
either in your Phraſe, Geſture or Pronuntiation. 

8. Tell each other, if you obſerve any Thing of 


1 kind. 


9. Sing no Hymns of your own Compoſing. 

10. Without a preſſing Reaſon, do not pray above 
eight or ten Minutes (at moſt) without Intermiſſion. 
11, It would be well for every voung Preacher, 
frequently to exhort, without taking any text : And 
for every one, young or old, frequently to read and 
inlarge upon a Portion of the Notes. 


Q 
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Q. What Sermons do we find by Experience to be 
07 with the greateſt Bleſſing? 

A. 1. Such as are moſt cloſe, convincing, ſearch> 
ing, 2. ""Sqch as have moſt of CHRIST, 3. Such as 
urge the Heinouſneſs of Mens living in Contempt or 
Ignorance of him. 

Q. But have not ſome of us been led off from 
Practical Preaching, by (what was called) preaching 
CHRIST ? 

A. Indeed we have. The moft effectual Way of 
preaching CuR1sT, is to preach Him in all his Of- 
fices, and to declare his Law as well as his Goſpel, 
both to Believers and Unbelievers. 

Q Do we now all preach ſtrongly and Fs 
concerning both inward and outward Holineſs ? 

A. It would be well, if we were more frequently 
and more largely to inſiſt upon it in all its Branches. 
Q. Do we inſiſt enough upon Practical Religion 
in general? And in particular, on Relative Duties? 
Uling the Means of Grace? Private Prayer ? Self- 
_ demial ? Faſting ? Sertouſneſs ? 

A. It ſeems moſt of us have been wanting here. 
Let us take care to ſupply this Defect for the future. 

Q. How ſhall we be aſſured, that no Preacher will 
ever diſappoint a Congregation? 

A. Ask every one, Do you ſee the great Sin, 
and fatal Conſequences of it? 2. Will you break a 
Limb rather than wilfully break your Word herein ? 

. If you do, can you blame us, for not employing 
you any more ? 

Q. How {hall we guard againſt F e in pub- 
lick Worſhip ? Particularly in Singing ? | 
A. I. By preaching frequently an that Head. 2. By 
taking care, to ſpeak only what we feel: 2. By chu- 
fing ſuch Hymns as are proper for the Congregation ; 
generally Hymns of Prayer or Praiſe, rather than 
_ deſcriptive of Particular States: 4. By not ſinging 
too, much at once; ſeldom more than five or fix 
Verſes: 5. By ſuiting the Tune to the Nature of the 
Hymn: 6. By often ſtopping ſhort and asking the 
People, « Now ! Do you know what you ſaid laſt? 

B 3 Did 
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Did you ſpeak no more than you felt? Did you ſing 
it as unto the Lok D; with the Spirit and with the 


Underſtanding alſo?“ 


Q. What can be done to make the People ſing 
true ? 

A. 1 Learn to ſing true yourſelves. 2. Recom- 
mend the Tunes every where. 3. If a Preacher 
cannot ſing himſelf let him chuſe two or three Perſons 


in every Place, to pitch the Tune for him. 


Q. What is it beſt to take juſt after Preaching ? 
A. Lemonade; Candied Orange Peel, or a little 


ſoft, warm Ale. But Egg and Wine 1s ee 


poifon. And ſo are late Suppers. 


MAF zxiv. 1746, &c. 
Q. How ſhall we try thoſe who think they are 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and called of Gop to 


Preach ? 

A. Enquire, 1. Do they know Gop, as a par- 
doning Gop ? Have they the Love of Gos abiding 
in them? Do they defire and ſeek nothing but 
Gop? And are they holy in all Manner of Con- 
verſation, 

2. Have they Gifts (as well as Grace) for the 
Work ? Have they * ſome tolerable Degree) a 
clear, ſound Underftanding ? Have they a right 
Judgment in the Things of Gop ? Have they a juſt 
Conception of Salvation by Faith? And has Gop 
given them any Degree of Utterance ? Do they peak 


juſtly, readily, clearly ? 


3. Have they Fruit ? Are any truly- convinced of 
Sin, and converted to Gop by their preaching ? 

As leng as theſe three Marks concur in any, we 
believe he is called of Gop to preach. 

Theſe we receive as a ſufficient Proof, that he is 
moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt, _ 
Q. But how ſhall we know, whether they concur 
or 355 in any particular Perſon ? | 

If he is near us, we will talk with him on the 

8 Heads, and then hear him preach. 


2. We 
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2. We will defire him to write down or relate 
the Reaſons, why he thinks he is called of Gop 
thereto. | 
3. We will examine thoſe who ſeem to have been 
convinced of Sin, or converted to Gop by his 
Preaching. 

4. If he is at a Diſtance, we will defire the 
Aſſiſtant to do this; and to inquire, What is the 
Judgment of the ny in that Place concerning 
him? 


Q. What Method may we uſe, in — a new 
Helper? 

A. A proper Time for doing this, is at a Confer- 
ence, after ſolemn Faſting and Prayer. 

We may then reeeive him as a Probationer, by 
giving him the Minutes of the Conference inſcrib” q 
thus: 

To A. B. 

« You think it your Duty, To call Sinners to 
Repentance. Make full Proof hereof, and we ſhall 
be glad to receive you as a Fellow-labourer, 

.* Obſerve. You are not to ramble up and down, 
but to go where the Aſſiſtant directs, and there only.“ 

Let him then read and carefully weigh what is 
contained therein, and ſee whether he can agree to 
it or no. 

If he can, let him come to the next Conference, 
where after Examination, Faſting and Prayer, he 
may be received into full Connexion with us, by gi- 
ving him the Minutes infcrib'd thus: : 

«© So long as you freely conſent to, and earneſtly 
endeavour to walk by, theſe Rules, we ſhall re- 
Joice to acknowledge you as a F ellow-labourer. 

Q. What can we do to prevent unqualified Perſons 
from Preaching or Exhorting ? 

A. 1, Let none exhort in any of our Societies, 
without a Note of Recommendation from the Aſſi- 
ſtant : 2, Let every Exhorter ſee that this be renewed 


yearly. 3. Let every Aſſiſtant rigorouſly inſiſt upon 
this. | 


Q 
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Q. What can be done, to make the Metbodiſis ſen- 


fible of the Excellency of Kingſwood School? 


A. 1, Let every Aſſiſtant read the following Ac- 
count of it yearly in every Society, 2. Let every 
Preacher earneſtly exhort all Parents that are able to 
ſend their Children thither, and be at the Pains to 
anſwer all their Objections, and refute all the Lies 


they have heard about it, 


1. The Wiſdom and Love of Gop have now thruſt 
out a large Number of Labourers into his Harveſt, 
Men who defire nothing on Earth but to promote 
the Glory of Gop, to ſave their own Souls, and them 
that hear them. And thoſe to whom they mini- 
ſter ſpiritual things, willingly miniſter to them 


_ carnal things; ſo. that they have Food to eat and 


Raiment to put on, and Content therewith. 

2. A competent Proviſion is likewiſe made for the 
Wives of married Preachers. Theſe alſo lack no- 
thing; having a weekly Allowance, over and above, 
for their little Children ; ſo that neither they nor 
their Huſbands need be careful about many things, 
but may wait upon the Lord without Diſtraction. 
3. Yet one confiderable Difficulty lies on thoſe who 
have Beys, when they grow too big to be under 
their Mother's Direction. Having no Father to go- 
vern and inſtruct them, they are expoſed to a thou- 
ſand Temptations. To remedy this, we have a 
School on purpoſe for them, wherein they have all 
the Inſtruction they are capable of, together with all 
Things needful for the Body, Cloaths only excepted, 
And it may be, if Gop proſper this Labour of Love, 
they will have theſe too ſhortly. | 

4. In whatever View we look upon this, it is one 
of the nobleſt Charities that can be conceived. How 
reaſonable is the Inſtitution e Is it fit that the Chil- 
dren of thoſe, who leave Wife, Home, and all that 
is dear, to ſave Souls from Death, ſhould want what 
is needful either for Soul or Body? Ought not we 


to ſupply, what the Parent cannot, becauſe of his 


Labours in the Goſpel? How excellent are the Ef- 
fects of this Inſtitution ? The Preacher eaſed of this 
0 e Weight 
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Weight, can the more chearfully go on in his La- 
bour. And perhaps many of theſe Children may 
hereafter fill up the Place of thoſe that ſhall reſt from 
their Labours. | 
5. It is not ſtrange therefore, conſidering the Ex- 
cellence of this Deſign, that Satan ſnould have taken 
much Pains to defeat it: particularly by Lies of 
every Kind, which were plentifully invented and 
handed about for ſeveral Years, even by ſome of our 
Preachers. But Truth now prevails, and its Adver- 
ſaries are put to ſilence. It is well known that the 
Children want nothing ; that they. ſcarce know what 
Sickneſs means; that they are well inſtructed in 
whatever they are capable of learning ; that they are 
carefully and tenderly governed ; and that the Be- 
haviour of all in the Houſe, elder and younger, is as 
becometh the Goſpel of CHRIST. | 
6. But the Expence of ſuch an hes) Tron, is 
very large: ſo that altho' we have at preſent but 
f \ thirteen or fourteen poor Children, we are continu- 
ally running behind, notwithſtanding the yearly Sub- 
ſcription made at Landen and Briffo). The beſt Means 
we could think of at our late Conference, to ſupp! 
the Deficiency is, once a Year to defire the Aſſiſt- 
ance of all thoſe in every Place, who with well to 
the Work of Gop ; all who long to ſee Sinners con- 
verted to Gop, and the Kingdom of CHRIS ſet up 
in all the Earth. 

7. All of 5% è who are thus minded, have an Op- 
portunity now, of ſhewing your Love to the Goſpel. 
Now promote, as far as in you lies, one of the no- 
bleſt Charities in the World, Now forward, as you 

are able, one of the moſt excellent Deſigns that ever 
was ſet on Foot in this Kingdom, Do what you 
can, to comfort the Parents, who give up their all 
for you, and to' give their Children cauſe to bleſs 
you, You will be no poorer for what you do on 
ſuch an Occaſion. Gop is a good Pay-maſter. And 
you know, in doing this, yon lend unto the Lok p. 
In due Time he mall pay you again, 
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Q. But how can we keep it out of Debt, which 
never was done yet ? 


A. Let a Collection be made for it the Sunday be- 


fore or after Midſummer, in every Preaching-houſe 


T England. 


NOYEMBE R xvi, &. 1749. 


Q. Can there be any ſuch Thing as a General 
Union of our Societies throughout England ? 

A. A Propoſal for this was made ſome time ſince. 
The Subſtance of it is this. 

« May not all the Societies in England be conſi- 
dered as one Body, united by one Spirit ? 

« May not that in London, the Mother-Church, 
conſult for the Good of all the Churches ? 

« May not the Stewards of this, anſwer Letters 
from all Parts: and give Advice, at leaſt in Tem- 
porals? 

Q. But how can the State of all the Societies be 


known to the Stewards in London ? 


A. Very eaſily, by means of the Aſſiſtant, 

Q. Who is the Aſſiſtant? 

A. That Preacher in each Circuit who is appointed 
from time to time, to take Charge of the Societies, 
and the other Preachers therein. 

Q. How ſhould an Aſſiſtant be qualified for this 
Charge? 

A. By walking cloſely wich Gov, and having his 
Work greatly at Heart ; by underſtanding and loving 
Diſciplive, Ours in particular, and by loving the 
Church of England, and reſolving not to * 
from it. 

Q. What is the Bufinefs of an Aſſiſtant? _ 

A. 1. To ſee that the other Preachers in his Cir- 
cuit 1 well, and want nothing: 2. To vifit the 
Claſſes Quarterly i in each Place, regulate the Bands 
and deliver new Tickets: 3, To keep Watch- 
nights and Love-feaſts: 4. To take in, or put out 


of the Bands or Society: 5. To hold Quarterly 
Meetings, and therein diligently to enquire both in 
to 
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to the Spiritual and Temporal State of each Society: 
6. To take care that every Society be duly ſupplied 
with Books, and that the Money for them be con- 
ſtantly returned: 7. To ſend from every Quaiterly 
Meeting a circumſtantial Account to London of every 
remarkable Converiion, and of every one who dies 
in the Triumph of Faith: 8. To take exact Lifts 
of his Societies every £4/fer, and bring them to 
tha next Conference: g. To meet the married Men, 
the married Women, the fingle Men, and the fingle 
Women in the large Societies once a Quarter : 
10, Jo ſee that every Society have a private Room, 
and a Set of the Library for the Helper, and 11. 
To travel with me, if required, once a Year, thro” 
the Societies in his Circuit. 

Q. How many Circuits are there now ? | 

A. Twenty in Eng/and, ſeven in Ireland, two in 
Scotland, and two in Wales. 


1 London 11 Whitchavern Du! lin 


I 

2 Suſſex 12 Lincolnſhire 2 Waterford 
3 Norwich 13 SRU 3 Cork 

4 Beafi yd 14 Leeds 4 Limerick 
5 Wilts LL; Bra © 5 Coftlebarr 
6 Briſtol 16 Haworth 6 Atblone 

7 Dewvorſpire 17 York 7 ihe North 
8 Cornwall 18 Yarm i Edinbergh 
g Stofforaſhire iq The Dates 2 Aberaten 
10 Chefpire 20 Newcafile 1 2 Yates, 


tf 


Q. But has the Office of an Aſſiſtant been through- 


ly executed ? 


A. No; not by one Aſſiſtant out of three. For 


Inſtance. Every Aſſiſtant ought, 1. To “ ſee that 


the other Preachers behave well” But who has ſent 
me Word, whether they did or no? 2. To viſit 
the Claſſes, regulate the Bands, and deliver Tickets 

quarterly.“ How few have done this? 3. Love- 
feaſts for the Bands have been neglected. 4. Nor 
have Perſons been regularly taken in, and put out 
of the Bands. 5. I fear, many of the Quarterly 


Meetings are formal, not ſpiritual. 6. The Socie- 


ties are not half ſupplied with Books, not even with 
| Kempis 
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Rempis, Inſtructians for Children, and Primitive 
Phy/ic, which ought to be in every Houſe. And 
why ſhould not each of you do like Vm. Penington? 
Carry Books with you through every Round ? Exert 
yourſelves in this. Be not altamed. Be not weary, 
Leave no Stone unturned. And let none print any 
thing of his own, till it has been approved by the 
Conference. 7. How few Accounts have I had ei- 
ther of remarkable Deaths, or remarkable Conver- 
fions? 8. How few exact Lifts have we received of 
the Societies? Take more Time, and more Pains in 
preparing them. 9g. Who of you has met the mar- 
ried and ſingle Men and Women once a Quarter, 
even in the largeſt Societies? :0. You have not 


Provided a private Room every where for the 


Preacher: Nor a Bed to himſelf: Neither the Li- 
brary, for want of which, ſome {till read Traſh, Till 
this can be done, let there be immediately in every 
Place, at leaft the Nees, and the Tract on Original 
Sin. 5 

Q. Is there any other Advice which you would 
give the Aſſiſtants? | 

A. Yes. In every Place, exhort thoſe who were 
brought up in the Church, conſtantly to attend it's 
Service. And in viſiting the Claſſes, aſk every one, 
% Do you go to Church as often as ever you did?“ 
Set the Example yourſelf. And immediately alter 


every Plan that interferes therewith. 


Is there not a Cauſe for this? Are we not unawares 


by little and little, tending to a Separation from the 


Church ? O remove every Tendency thereto with all 
Diligence. 1. Let all our Preachers.go to Church. 2. 
Let all our People go conſtantly. 3. Receive the Sacra- 
mentat every Opportunity. 4 Warn all againſt Nice- 
neſs in hearing, a great and prevailing Evil. 5. Warn 
them likewiſe againſt deſpiſing the Prayers of the 
Church: 6. Againſt calling our Society « Church, or 
the Church: 7. Againſt calling our Preachers Mi- 
niſters, Our Houſes Meeting-bouſes ; (call them plain 
Preaching-houſes.) 9. Do not licenſe them as ſuch, 
The proper Form of a Petition to the Judges is, 4. 
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B. defires to have his Houſe in C. licenſed for puh- 
lick Worſhip.“ 10. Do not licenſe. yourſelf, till 
you are conſtrained : and then not as a Diſenter, but 
a Metbodiſt Preacher, It is Time enough, when you 
are profecuted, to take the Oaths. Thereby you are 
licenſed. 

Q., What do you adviſe with regard to public 
Buildings? 

A. Let none be undertaken without the Conſent of 
the Aſſiſtant. 2. Build, if poſſible, in the Form of 
Retherham-Houfs, 3. Settle it in tbe' following 


Form: 


This Indenture made 
detween B. Heap of Minchefter,- in the County of 
on the one Part, and The. Pbi/'ips, Hatter, 


Kc. on the other Part, WIT NESSETEH, That in Con- 
Aderation of five Shillings, lawful Money of Greut 


Britain, by the ſaid 7. P. &c. to the {aid B. H. truly 
paid, before the Sealing and Delivery hereof (the 
Receit whereof the ſaid B. H. doth hereby acknow- 


ledge) and for divers other Conſiderations him there- 


unto moving, the ſaid B. H. hath granted, bare 
gained, and ſold; and by theſe Preſents doth grant, 
bargain' and ſell unto the ſaid T. P. &c. their Heirs 


and Aſigns for ever, All that lately erected Poufe 


or Tenement, with the Yard thereunto adjoining, 
fituate near the upper End of Maryke?-/'reet Lane in 
Mancheſter aforeſaid, now in the Tenure or Occupa- 
tion of 7. Woe/finden ; together with all the Ways, 

Drains, Walls and Privileges to the ſaid Premiſſes, 
or any Part thereof appertaining, as the ſame were 
purchafed of S. Hope, of Mancheſter aforeſaid, Brick- 


layer, before the ſaid Houſe or Tenement was built; 


and all the Profits thereof, and all the Right, Title 
and Intereſt, in Law and Equity. To HAVE AND 
TO HOLD the ſaid Houſe or Tenement, Vard and 
other Premiſſes, to the ſaid J. P. &c. their Heirs, 
and Aſſigns for ever: N EVH ATU I Ess upen ſpecial 
Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent, that they and 
the Survivors of them, and the Truſtees for the Time 
being, do and ſhall permit John Meſiev, late of Lincolr 


College, Oxford, Clerk, and ſuch other Perſons as he ſhall 


from Time to Time appoint, and at all Times, dur- 
C ing 
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ring his natural Life, and no other Per/ons, to have 
and enjoy the free Uſe and Benefit of the ſaid Pre- 
miſſes; that the ſaid J. V. and ſuch other Perſons 

as he appoints, may therein: preach and expound 
. God's holy Word: and after his Deceaſe, upon far- 

ther Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent that 
- the ſaid Truſtees and the Survivors of them, and the 
Truſtees for the Time being, do and ſhall permit Charles 
* W#/ley, late of Chriſt Church College, Oxford, Clerk, and 
uch other Perſons as he ſhall from Time to Time ap- 
point, during his Life, and no others, to have and enjoy 
1 the ſaid Premiſſes for the Purpoſes aforeſaid: and 
Ml: after his deceaſe, upon farther Truſt and Confi- 
i | dence, and to the Intent that the ſaid Truſtees and 
Fi the Survivors of them, and the Truſtees for the 
of Time being, do and ſhall permit Wm. Grim/paw, 
. Clerk, and ſuch other Perſons as he ſhall from Time 


| | to Time appoint, during his Life, and no others, to 
15 have and enjoy the ſaid Premiſſes for the Purpoſes 
ir, aforeſaid : and after the deceaſe of the Survivor of 
10 the ſaid 7. V, C. V. and W. G. Then upon farther 
4 Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent that the 
| laid 7. P. &c. or the major Part of them, or the Sur- 
af vivors of them, and the major Part of the Truſtees 
IN of the ſaid Premiſſes, for the Time being, ſhall from 
Time to Time, and at all Times, for ever thereafter, 
permit ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed, at the 
. | Yearly Conference of the People called M-:thoaifes, 
in London, Briſiel or Leeds, and no others, to 
have and enjoy the ſaid Premiſſee, for the Pur- 
Wi poſes aforeſaid ; Provided always, that the /aid Per- 
14. jins preach no other Doctrine than is contained in Mr. 
Wi -W.'s Notes upon the New Teflament, and four Fol. of 
Sermons : Provided alja that they preach in be ſaid 
1 Hou ſe | Evenings in e822y Meik, and at Five a Clock 1 
15 en each Merging follewing : And upon farther Truſt 
WW and Confidence, that ax an a3 any of theſe Truſ- 
i ices, or of the'Traftecs for the Time being ſhall die, 
1 er ceaſe io be 4 Member of the Society, commonty called 
Met hodiſis, the reſt of the ſaid Truſtees, or of the 
Truſtees for the Time being, as ſoon as conveni- 
ently may be, ſhall and may chuſe another Truftee, 
er Truſtees, in order to keep up the Number ef Nine 
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Truſtees for ever. In Witneſs whereof the ſaid 
B. H. hath hereunto ſet his Hand and Seal, the Day 
and Year firfl above written. 

In this form the firſt Proprietors of the Houſe are 
to make it over to Truſtees. - 

One Thing more ſhould be done without delay. 

Let the Vacancies every where be filled up with 
New Truſtees. We know not what Danger may 
enſue from Delay. | 


Fo How may the married Preachers be provided 
or ? | | 
A. 1. Let the Aſſiſtant inquire at the Quarterly 
Meeting, what each Preachers's Wife will want for 
the enſuing Quarter: 2. Let this be ſupplied firſt of 
all, - out of the Common Stock. | 
QQ. But what if a Preacher marries Hand over 
Head? 

A. Then he muſt provide for himſelf. 

Q. The Predeſtinarian Preachers have done much 
Hurt among us, How may we prevent this for the 
future? | 

A. Let none of them preach any more in any of 
our Societies. | | 

Q. Mr. I:gham ſeems to deſire a Re- union. Can 
we unite with him? | EE 

A. Yes, as ſoon as he returns to the old Metho- 
diſt Doctrine. Mean time let us behave with all 
Tenderneſs and Love. 

Q. How may we raiſe a General Fund? 

A. By a Yearly Subſcription, to be propoſed by 
every Aſſiſtant, when he viſits the Claſſes at Chri/t- 

mas, and received at the Viſitation following. 
Io this end he may then read and enlarge upon 
the following Hints in every Society. ES 

«© 1 Within theſe twelve or fifteen Years ſeverat 
of our Brethren in varions Parts, having no Room 
which would contain the Congregation, by the Ad- 
vice of the Preachers have built Houſes for Preach- 
ing capable of containing the uſual Number of Hear- 
ers: But this has neceſlarily involved them in large 
Debts. Their Debt at Halifax for Inſtance, amounted 
two or three Years ago to Two Hundred Pounds ; 
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That at Teedt to more than Three Hundred Pounds, 
That at Mancheſter to Three Hundred and fifty 
Pounds, That at Liver pool to Four Hundred Pounds. 

So that the whole Debt contracted by Building was, I 

apprehend little ſhort of Four Thouſand Pounds. This 
the Societies to whom thoſe Houſes belong, are by 

no Means able to pay: But the whole Body of Me- 

thodiſts joining together can do it without Inconve- 

nience. Only let them chearfully exert on ſo preſſing 

an Occaſion the Ability which Gop hath given them. 

2. But there is a greater Difficulty than this. Where 

there are Houſes, there are not Preachers, Though 

the Harveſt is plenteous, the Labourers are few, and 

what can we do for a Supply ? We cannot purchaſe 
them for Money: We cannot hire, or make them. 

Gop alone can no this. And He has in ſome mea- 

ſure done it already. In ſeveral Parts of Eng/and there 

are local Preachers, who have both Gifts and 
Graces equal to thoſe of moſt Itinerants. Why 
then do they not travel?“ They are willing ſo to 
do: But they are afraid of bringing a ſcandal upon 
the Goſpel: Becauſe, they have contracted Debts, 
which, though very ſmall, they are not yet able to 
Pay. So they are bound hand and foot : But ſhall 
we ſuffer this ? Shall we not ſet them at Liberty ? 
We cannot þy a Preacher for ten thouſand Pounds: 
but we may releaſe one for Ten or Twelve. Can any 
Money be better beftow'd ? Let us, in the Name 
of God ſend theſe Labourers into his Harveſt! 
Men who deſire only to give their Bodies, Souls, 
Time, All, for. Him that was given for us. 

3. But ſtill how ſhall we ſend them into thoſe Parts, 
where they are moſt of all wanted? Suppoſe the North 
Weſt of J[re/and, and the North of Scotland ? 
Many are willing to hear ; but not to bear the Ex- 
pence. Nor can it as yet be expected of them: ſtay till 
the Word of God has touched their Hearts and then 
they will gladly provide for them, that preach it, 
Does it not lie upon 25, in the mean time, to ſupply 
their lack of Service ? To raiſe a. General Fund out 
of which from to time that Expence may be defray d? 
By this Means, thoſe who willingly offer themſelves 
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may travel thro' every Part, whether there are So- 
cieties or not, and ſtay wherever there is a call, with- 
out being burdenſom to any. Thus may the Goſpel 
in the Life and Power thereof, be ſpread from Sea 
to Sea. Which of you will not rejoice, to throw in 


your Mite to promote this glorious Work ? 


4. It is true, when Want of Money to defray the 
Expence is removed, another Hindrance will often 
ariſe, Satan will ſtir up his truſty Servants, to fight 
leſt his Kingdom be deftroy'd. But is there no Way 
to quell riotous Mobs, even when Magiſtrates will 
not do their Duty ? There is one and only One Way: 
Move the King's Bench, for an Information againft 
them. This is a Way which has never failed us yet. 
No, not in a ſingle Inſtance, The only Objection is 
the Expence. A ſuit in the King's Bench uſually coſts 
fifty or ſixty Pounds. But if we all join Hand and 
Heart together, cannot we make thi- eaſy too ? can- 
not we raiſe a Common Stock which ſhall ſuffice for 
this as well as for the preceding Purpoſes? By the 
Blefling of God we can. And who would not gladly 
contribute toward it? 5 

5. Let then every Member of our Society in Erg- 
land, once a Year, ſet his Shoulder to the Work; 
contributing more or leſs as Gop has proſpered him, 
at the Lady-Day Viſitation of the Claſſes. Let none 
be excluded from giving ſomething, be it a Penny, 
a Halt-penny, a Farthing. Remember the Widow's 
two Mites ! And let thoſe who are able to give Shil- 


lings, Crowns, and Pounds, do it willingly. The 
Money contributed, will be brought to Leeds, Briſtol, 


or London, at the enſuing Conference. Two Thirds of 
it at leaſt will be allotted for thoſe public Debts 
which call the loudeſt. The reſt will be partly em- 
ploy'd in ſetcing at Liberty ſuch local Preachers as 
are ty'd down by ſmall Debts; partly reſerved for 
propagating the Goſpel, where there are none to bear 
the Expences of the Preacher 

6. Men and Brethren, Help! Was there ever a 
Call like 25:5, ſince you firſt heard the Goſpel-Sound? 
Help to relieve your Companions in the Kingdom 
of Jesus, who are preſt above Meaſure. Bear ye 
one another's Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law of 


E 
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CunisrT, Help t to ſend forth able, willing Labourers, 
into your Lord's Harveſt: So ſhall ye be aſſiſtant in 
ſaving Souls from Death, and hiding a Multitude of 
Sins. Help to ſpread the Goſpel of your Salvation 
into the remoteſt Corners of the Kingdom, till the 
Knowledge of our Lox ſhall cover the Land, as the 
Water cover the Sea. Help to deliver the Poor out 
of the Hand of the Oppreſſor, to procure them the 
Bleſſings which we enjoy: ſo ſhall it appear to our- 
ſelves, and all Men, that we are indeed one Body, 
united by one Spirit; ſo ſha'l the baptized Heathens 
be yet again conſtrained to ſay, „ See how thele 
_ Chriſtians love one another.“ 

The Money received is to be brought by the Aſ- 
ſiſtants to the next Conference, and delivered to the 
General Stewards. . 

The General Stewards at Lindon are Sam. Franks, 
Rich. Kemp, Wm. Evans, At Briſtol, Tho, Lewis, Tobn 
Spragg. At Leeds, Fames Roads, Rich, Watkinſon. 

Theſe are to pay to each Aſſiſtant what is allotted 
for his Circuit, and keep an exact Account of Re- 
ceits and Diſburſements. 

Q. How may Proviſion be made for old, or worn- 
out, Preachers: 

As to their Employ, they may be Supernumerary 
Preachers, or Aſſiſtants, in thoſe Circuits wherein 
there is moſt Need. 

As to their Subſiſtence, 

1. Let every travelling Preacher contribute ten 
Shillings Yearly, at the Conference : 

2. Let this be lodged in the Hands of three Ste- 
wards, approved of by the Majority of the Preachers, 

Out of this, let what is needful be allowed 
Yearly; firſt . for the old or fickly Preachers, and 
their Families if they have any) then for the Wi- 
dows, and Children of thoſe that are dead. 

Q. If God ſhould call you away, what would be 
the moſt probable Means of preventing the People 
from being ſcattered ? . 

A. Let all the Aſſiſtants, for the Time being, im- 
mediately go up to London, and conſult, What Steps 
are fitteſt to be taken. And God will then make the 
Way plain before them. 
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